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“A 21st-century library 
model, worthy of study 

and consideration by 
every library in America, 

if not the world.” 



Educational Institution 
Governed By:

Board of Trustees (7 members)

State Education Statute

Maryland State Dept. of Education

Tax Exempt: 501(c)(1)



Six HCLS Branches

• Central Branch

• East Columbia Branch

• Elkridge Branch

• Glenwood Branch

• Miller Branch & Historical Center (Ellicott City)

• Savage Branch & STEM Education Center

• Administrative Branch (Ellicott City)



Less than 2% of County’s Budget

FY 16 Operating Budget: $21.7M 



FY 16 Expenditures (Operating) 



Hi-quality public education for all



Highest Borrowing Per Capita In the State 
Top 10 in the country

• 7.3 million items borrowed

• 3 million visits



Books / E-resources
eBooks, eAudiobooks, eNewspapers, eMagazines

Free, on demand, self-directed education at your 

fingertips.



New for Children in 2015
Playaway Launchpads

– Android tablets for children (ages 3-10)
– Pre-loaded with ad-free learning apps (math, 

science, languages, reading, critical thinking)



Specialized Online Research Tools

Space Sciences and Astronomy

Genealogy
News

Literature

Applied Sciences



• 4,000 newspapers/magazines

• 100 countries

• 60 languages

• Translate articles 

• Same day of publication



Online Classes

Popular courses:

• Beginning Writer's Workshop

• Fundamentals of Supervision &  Management 

• Accounting Fundamentals

• Photography



Practice Tests

Real Estate / Postal Worker / Teacher / Nursing / GRE / LSAT / MCAT



World Languages



Recommended Reads





400 Public Computers



HCLS On the Go





• 2 million research assistance interactions
• Class & event attendance: 306,000 

Highest Attendance at Classes & Events 

in Maryland.



Children’s classesPlay Partners  ♦ 3, 2, Fun!  ♦ Baby Sign 



“What’s In My Artbox?”



“Down On the Farm Twist & Shout” Preschool Class





Kindergarten Here We Come! 





Movin’ Up to Middle School



Kindergarten Field Trips to the Library



Teen Time



Homework Club









HiTech Summer 2015 Classes



HiTech Weather Balloon



Adult Basic Education: 
HCLS PROJECT LITERACY
(400 students annually)



East Columbia Branch
Glenwood Branch



Enchanted 
Garden



Sunflowers & Professor Fibonacci









Children’s Discovery Fair



Summer Reading Kickoff
(5,200 attendees)



Crocodile Encounters



HCLS BumbleBee
Grades 1-3



HCLS Spelling Bee
Grades 4-8



HCLS Chess Tournament





Battle of the Books
1,465 Fifth Graders (40%) – 293 teams
Audience: 6,000
Reach:  30,000





Farmers Markets (EDA)



ARTsites (Arts Council)ARTsites (Arts Council)



South Asia Culture Café 





Dr. Neal Barnard 
New York Times Bestselling Author



Evening in the Stacks: Black Ties | White Diamonds



• Chef, TV host, author: John Shields
• Live Music: Junkyard Saints
• Signature cocktails by The Wine Bin
• Dancing
• Celebrity bartenders, including Krysta 

Huxford, Todd Olson, and Brian Walter



Opening Day: July 2013 
Attendees: 3,000 



HCLS East Columbia and 
Central Branches



A 21st century education center that delivers an 

extraordinary curriculum to the Elkridge community

and beyond.

The HCLS Elkridge Branch 
+ DIY Education Center



Ground View from Route 

1 and Rowanberry

Aerial View from 

Parking Lot



Ordinary to Extraordinary!

• More than twice the space

– (15,700 to 35,000 SF)

• Collection size (double)

• 60 computers (50% increase)

• 6 quiet/group study rooms (new)

• 3 community meeting/conference 
rooms (triple)

• Multipurpose classroom (new)

• Children’s classroom (new)

• HiTech classroom (new)

• Plentiful study areas/soft seating

• Café (new)

• Business Center (new)

• Signature “DIY Education Center” 
(new)

– Design Institute

– DIY Collection









The New HCLS Elkridge Branch
+ DIY Education Center

Ordinary to Extraordinary!  

Groundbreaking: Spring 2016
Branch closing: May 2016

Construction: June 2016-Dec. 2017
GRAND OPENING: December 2017





Thank you! 

QUESTIONS?


